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To: Atkinson Dawn  
Reply-To: Oleg Schewtschenko  
 
 
Greetings to you dear brothers and sisters of Rock of Ages Church 
 
I would like to wish you all a blessed Christmas. May God bless you in your serving Him. My prayer is that the 
joy of birth of Christ and the hope that was given to us in His birth covers all your difficult or sad moments of 
life or those of church. May the peace of God given to us in Christmas keep your hearts in Jesus Christ our 
Lord. I pray that the next year brings huge blessings to your church, for the church to grow, get strengthened in 
faith, love and peace.    
Also, I would like to thank you for your patience and apologize for my previous letters not arriving in a timely 
manner.  
So, I would like to update you on the ministry God does through me in the church of the village of Kagarlyk 
and other places. 
As I previously wrote to you, we had many events planned in the church in 2016. I already told you about some 
of them. In the month of July, we hosted a youth team to work with the children. They spend a week with us, 
many children attended (56 children). I also was involved in the work of the team and spent another week 
serving with them in other locations of our Synod.  
 
I organized three evangelism outreaches for the people in need in November in Kagarlyk. God blessed our 
church with humanitarian aid (items of clothing); we invited people in need from our village to come and 
receive clothing as well as to listen to a short Gospel message; I also prayed for them. More than thirty people 
attended, they received aid and heard about Christ. We invited these people to attend church. God willing, we 
plan to have similar events held in the year 2017.     
In my previous letters, I wrote to you that I had a wish for our church to do mission work. Recently brother 
Mikhail and I visited a neighbouring village where there was a Lutheran church some time ago. We found a 
lady who used to attend church and offered her and others to get a ride to the church for Sunday worship in 
Kagarlyk. She welcomed this opportunity. Now I go there and drive her here to worship with us. Those are the 
first steps of our plans and wishes; we would like to preach Gospel in that village and resume the Lutheran 
church there, God willing. 
 
There are Sunday school teachers in our church working with kids. I am also involved in working with kids. 
Midweek we watch a Christian cartoon through the projector on the wall after which I tell a small message to 
the kids; we have tea with them afterwards.  
I teach confirmation class to two people now. This year I conducted two funerals. Sometimes I organize a 
Christian movie night for the church members. In the beginning of December I drove the ladies from our church 
to the seminar for sisters in our synod. In the end of 2016 we will host the team of young people from Germany; 
they will do Christmas events for children. I also took part in other events of our Synod, preaching and serving 
in other ways.  
 
I do a lot of other work in the church, both spiritual and physical, for example, all summer I mowed grass in the 
territory of the church,  laid tile floor, built a new fence; I cut firewood, stoke a furnace when I can, as well as 
do other works (minor repairs in the church). I visit members of the congregation with pastoral counseling .       
Apart from serving in the church of Kagarlyk, I continue serving also in other regions visiting nursing home for 
the elderly; there are around ten people there who come to listen to the word of God. The elderly people 
welcome us with joy and wait for us to come again. 
 



I also continue visiting the orphanage; it is a place for the kids who are mainly orphans, there are around 70 kids 
there. For this type of ministry I prepare a special targeted programme.    
We also do evangelism outreach in one other village where we have around 30 people (both adults and children) 
in attendance. I also do community service in that village (hand out clothing items and other aid). There are also 
Lutheran churches in that region, where I participate preaching at the Worship Services and youth gatherings. 
All these activities take me 4-5 days a month (orphanage, home for the elderly, youth ministry), that means I go 
and stay in that region during all those days. I made more than 10 trips to all those places in 2016.  
Of course, I always remember and thank you dear brothers and sisters for your financial and prayer support for 
my family. My family and I are very thankful to you for your involvement in my ministry and for everything 
you do. I hope God will continue opening your hearts as you consider the issue of further support for my family. 
Once again, thank you very much! 
Please pray for our church, for God to strengthen and support the existing members of the church and bless it to 
grow with new ones.    
  
  “ And my God will meet all your needs   according to the riches of his glory   in Christ Jesus. 
To our God and Father   be glory for ever and ever. Amen.”  Philippians 4:19-20 
  
Sincerely, 
Pastor Yuriy, the village of Kagarlyk. 
Please find attached some pictures of my ministry 
                                                                                                                                 
 
 











 
 
 


